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Refers to a specific branch of learning or body of knowledge whose defining elements—such as objects and subjects of study, 
phenomena, assumptions, epistemology, concepts, theories, and methods—distinguish it from other knowledge formations.

A process in which researchers from a single discipline, field, or area of established research and education practice work 
singly or collaboratively to study an object or to address a common question, problem, topic, or theme.

Juxtaposes two or more disciplines focused on a question, problem, topic, or theme. The juxtaposition fosters an array of 
information, knowledge, and methods, but disciplines remain separate. The existing structure of knowledge is not questioned.

Integrates information, data, methods, tools, concepts, and/or theories from two or more disciplines focused on a complex 
question, problem, topic, or theme. The key defining concept of interdisciplinarity is integration, a blending of diverse inputs
that differs from and is more than the simple sum of the parts.

Transcends disciplinary approaches through more comprehensive frameworks, including synthetic paradigms. The construct 
goes beyond interdisciplinary combinations of existing approaches to foster new worldviews or domains. Transdisciplinarity
often involves stakeholders from academia, the public and private sectors, and/or non-profit organizations. 
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How do we actually do interdisciplinary research? 
• Trends and Developments
• Theory 
• Methods
• Approaches 
• Interdisciplinary Research Projects 
• Applications
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boundaries—to address vexing social, economic, 
environmental, and technical challenges in an effort to 

reduce disaster losses and promote collective well-
being” (Peek et al., 2020, p. 2)
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NSF is 
encouraging it. 

Our field 
demands it.

There is a 
scientific, 

economic, and 
moral urgency 
to this work. 
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