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Development of the COVID-19 Working Groups –
A Few Key Dates in 2020   

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN

January 20, First Confirmed COVID-19 Case in the U.S. 

March 4, NSF Issues Dear Colleague Letter 
for COVID-19 Rapid Research 

March 19, CONVERGE Virtual Forum: 
New and Proposed Research on COVID-19 

60 minutes: 

3 NSF Program
Directors 

17 presenters 

~450 Registrants  
https://converge.colorado.edu/communications/virtual-forum



Development of the COVID-19 Working Groups –
A Few Key Dates in 2020  
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January 20, First Confirmed COVID-19 Case in the U.S. 

March 4, NSF Issues Dear Colleague Letter 
for COVID-19 Rapid Research 

March 19, CONVERGE Virtual Forum: 
New and Proposed Research on COVID-19 

April 3, CONVERGE Virtual Forum: 
COVID-19 Working Groups for Public Health and 
Social Sciences Research 

April 4-13, Application Window for
COVID-19 Working Groups 

April 17, COVID-19 Working Groups
Announced



COVID-19 Working Groups –
Application Requirements
• Have a clear focus area 
• Led by public health or social, behavioral, or 

economic sciences researcher 
• Preference for SSEER members

• Have a diverse team to encourage convergence 
research

• Minimum of 3 disciplines 
• Preference for groups with commitment to 

underrepresented groups, students 
• Identify status

• Formed and open, Formed and closed, In formation 
and recruiting  

• Budget and budget justification for $1,000 award 



124 applications received 90 funded



COVID-19 Working Groups

• Population Groups, 
Organizations, and Social 
Institutions 

• Issues, Impacts, and Recovery 

• Compound Hazards and 
Cascading Disasters 

• Research Networks, Methods, 
and Ethics 

https://converge.colorado.edu/resources/covid-19/working-groups



COVID-19 Working Groups

• There are 1,120 researchers involved in the 90 COVID-19 Working Groups. 
• Size: Groups range in size from 3 participants to 82 participants. The average group has 11 

members.  
• Affiliations: Most with academic institutions, although representatives from local, state, and federal 

government, the private sector, and the non-profit sector are involved as well. 
• Career Stage: Working Group members range from undergraduate students to seasoned veterans. 
• Disciplines: Dozens of academic disciplines are represented, including public health and the social 

sciences, engineering, biomedical sciences, and beyond. 
• Diversity: About an equal number of men and women are involved as Working Group leads and 

members. Group leaders and members also include members of historically underrepresented 
groups including African Americans, Latinos, Asian Americans, Indigenous persons, and persons 
from developing countries. 

• Geography: Most (~70) of the leads are based at universities in the U.S.; other leads and members 
located throughout Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin America and the Caribbean, Oceania, and the rest of 
North America as well.  



COVID-19 Working Groups –
Group Requirement

• Submit a research agenda setting 
paper by June 19, 2020 

https://converge.colorado.edu/resources/covid-19/working-
groups/research-agendas



COVID-19 Working 
Groups





First Generation Students and College 
Persistence During COVID-19 Working Group 



COVID-19 Survey Research Working Group

https://www.cemppr.org/research/covid-19-survey-research-working-group



Evacuation and Sheltering of Vulnerable 
Populations in a Hurricane-Pandemic Working 
Group 

https://sites.wp.odu.edu/hurricane-pandemic/participate/



Readying Populations for the COVID-19 
Vaccine Working Group

$2 million grant from the 
Chan Zuckerberg Initiative’s (CZI) Science and Society Group 



Enabling Conditions

• A generous, educated, motivated, dedicated hazards and disaster 
research workforce

• NSF support for CONVERGE and federal agency support for the 
Natural Hazards Center which has helped to create a social 
infrastructure for convening and allows for rapid funding for research 

• Interested media, publishers, and others looking to share knowledge 
generated by the groups 

• Funders motivated to support and advance science and outreach efforts  



Please sign up for updates and information for the 
Natural Hazards Center and CONVERGE: 

hazards.colorado.edu/signup
converge.colorado.edu/signup

CONVERGE and the Natural Hazards Center are funded by the National Science Foundation, Division of Civil, Mechanical, and 
Manufacturing Innovation (CMMI), Program on Humans, Disasters, and the Built Environment (Award #1841338 and Award #1635593). 
Any opinions, findings, conclusions, or recommendations expressed in this material are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect 
the views of the NSF.

https://hazards.colorado.edu/signup
https://converge.colorado.edu/signup
https://nsf.gov/awardsearch/showAward?AWD_ID=1841338&HistoricalAwards=false
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