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CONVERGE advances ethical, coordinated, and scientifically rigorous research.
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Training Module Overview
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Social Vulnerability and Disast

—————————————100% COMPLETE  Last activity on October 30,2019 8:44 pm (R Igha

This Training Module focuses on social vuinerabilty to hazards and disasters, with an emphasis on population gros
have been identified in the lterature a

especially at risk to the adverse effects of extreme events.
[ Learning Objectives (0 Module Content

By the end of this module, you should be able to

Lesson 1: Background

1. Define social vulnerability;

2. Understand the conditions and drivers that influence social vulnerability to hazards and disasters in the United States;
3

Identiy potentially vlnerable groups and recognize the physical, psychological, and social factors that may amply their vuinerabilty to
hazards and disasters;

Lesson 2: Methodological Approaches

1. Explain the primary
2

gical approaches to
Underscore the importance of the ethical conduct of research;

Lesson 3: Knowledge to Action

1. Recognize how studying potentiall vuinerable populations improves hazards and disaster practice and policy;

2. Understand how research on vulnerable populations can positively improve outcomes for individuals and can enhance community
resilience;
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Case Studies and Interactive Sliders
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Social Vulnerability and Disasters / Lesson 3: Knowledge to Action

Social vulnerabily research can help identify appropriate messaging and
communication channels to promote effective and efficient emergency
‘communication.

Given the unique challenges, characteristics, and needs of vulnerable groups, a number of factors
should be considered when determining how to disseminate disaster-related information. Research
can thus help emergency planners to identify trusted sources, appropriate language, cultural
influences, and places that at-risk groups seek information in order to disseminate targeted
emergency messages.

EXAMPLE
|| Crisis and Emergency Risk Communication (CERC) manual
The CDC's Crisis and Emergency Risk C: (CERC)

manual was developed using psychological and communication
sciences, studies in issues management, and practical lessons

leared from emergency responses. The CERG manual provides
guidance on how to tailor emergency communication materials to
different at-risk groups and recommends that all materials consider
the following characteristics of the target population:

« Age
« Languages spoken and read

« Education and reading level

« Income level

* Religious beliefs

* Cultural values, beliefs, and practices

 Level of trust in response organizations and agencies.’

The Protect Your Pregnancy from Zika fact sheet is an example of a tailored communication campaign
targeting low-literacy pregnant women n the U.S.
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Additional Resources and Bibliographies
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Here are some additional resources that can be used to support hazards and
disaster research on vulnerable populations

These resources include key readings, standardized measures, secondary datasets, and other web
resources.

Measures:

o The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC) Social Vulnerability Index (SVI)
o University of South Carolina’s Social Vulnerability Index (SoVI)

Web Resources:

e Communicating Risk in Public Health Emergencies: A World Health Organization Guideline for
Emergency Risk Communication (ERC)
Disaster Ready
Emergency Preparedness and Response for Vulnerable Populations
Inter-Agency Standing Committee Task Team on Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities in
Humanitarian Action
Understanding Older People and Their Needs in a Humanitarian Context

Secondary Datasets:

e CDC's Social Vulnerability Index (SVI)
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1 Contact Hour of General Management Training

<— CERTIFICATE

OF COMPLETION

THIS CERTIFICATE IS PRESENTED TO

Rachel Adams

FOR COMPLETION OF

Broader Ethical Considerations for Hazards and Disaster Researchers

CONVERGE Training Module

This module focuses on the broader ethical considerations

for conducting research In a disaster setting.

JANUARY 25, 2021 #2‘ Z zg é
Lori Peek, Ph.D.
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Principal Investigator
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CONVERGE Training Modules Assignment Bank

This page contains sample assignments from a range of courses that have integrated the CONVERGE Training Modules into the learning
curriculum. Please click on the images below for the full text of the assignments. If you have an assignment to contribute as a shared
resource for our broader cormmunity, please contact us at converge@colorado.edu.
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converge.colorado.edu/resources/training-modules/assignment-bank
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https://converge.colorado.edu/resources/training-modules/assignment-bank
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Sign up for updates and information on new training modules at:
converge.colorado.edu/signup
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https://converge.colorado.edu/signup

