
Social Science Fridays

Graduate Degrees and Disasters:
Learning from Social Scientists in the 

U.S. Federal Government

May 5, 2023 | 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. MDT



Overview
1. Welcome and Introduction to SSEER
2. Introduction to Co-Hosts and Panelists
3. Panel Discussion
4. Audience Questions and Answers



Tell Us About You!

Disciplinary Background?
Affiliation?



SSEER is a global network of 1,400+ social scientists who study hazards and disasters. It seeks 
to advance scholarship on the root causes and human consequences of extreme events by 
coordinating social science research teams in large-scale disasters. Among other resources, 

SSEER issues an annual census report on the state of the social science workforce and 
maintains an interactive map of its researchers.

converge.colorado.edu/research-networks/sseer



Join the Social Science Extreme Events Research (SSEER) Network

National Science Foundation Award #1841338
converge.colorado.edu/research-networks/sseer



SSEER Census: Professional Status, 2018-2021



Graduate Degrees and Disasters:
Learning from Social Scientists in the U.S. Federal Government

Jessica Austin, MPA, MS
Doctoral Candidate, Department of Sociology

Research Assistant, Natural Hazards Center and CONVERGE
University of Colorado Boulder

Heather Champeau, MA
Doctoral Candidate, Department of Sociology

Research Assistant, Natural Hazards Center and CONVERGE
University of Colorado Boulder

Co-Hosts



Graduate Degrees and Disasters:
Learning from Social Scientists in the U.S. Federal Government

Sara McBride, PhD
U.S. Geological Survey

Panelists

Cassandra Shivers-Williams, PhD
National Oceanic and

Atmospheric Administration

Tyson Vaughan, PhD
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Keely Maxwell, PhD
U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency



Subscribe to CONVERGE 
News Updates

converge.colorado.edu/signup
converge.colorado.edu
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