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Ethics in the Hazards and Disaster Field 

• Ethics broadly refers to a 
set of principles, norms, 
and standards that guide 
the conduct of 
reconnaissance and 
longer-term research. 
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collective 
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The context of  
reconnaissance requires 
thoughtful attention to our 
ethical principles and
collective 
responsibilities 

Time Pressures 
• Rapid data collection

Power and Resource Gaps 
• Outside researchers in culturally unfamiliar 

contexts 

Emotional Challenges 
• Exposed to widespread damage, destruction, 

and loss of life 
• Witnesses to disproportionate impacts among 

marginalized populations and  newly 
vulnerable people

Coordination Complications 
• Teams must balance the need to collect 

perishable data while not interfering with 
emergency response efforts 

• Locally-affected colleagues may be disaster 
survivors and disaster ‘first responders’ 

Survivors Responders

Researchers Broader Field
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ensure that our 
actions are guided by 
an underlying set of 
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that protect the 
dignity, rights, and 
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We—social scientists, 
engineers, physical 
scientists, and others 
who conduct 
reconnaissance—hold 
a special
responsibility to 
ensure that our 
actions are guided by 
an underlying set of 
ethical principles
that protect the 
dignity, rights, and 
welfare of people. 
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converge.colorado.edu/resources/training-modules/

https://converge-training.colorado.edu/modules/
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converge-training.colorado.edu/modules/

https://converge-training.colorado.edu/modules/
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Developing an Ethical Toolkit
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An Ethical Toolkit for Addressing Dilemmas 
• Science and engineering help us to understand and  characterize what is in 

the world. 
• An ethical toolkit can help  guide what we ought to do in light of what we know 

or have experienced.  
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An Ethical Toolkit for Addressing Dilemmas 

• Beneficence: Maximizing benefits of participation 
in research and practice.

• Fidelity: Maintaining fidelity to an implicit or explicit 
promise.

• Reparation: Making amends for a previous 
wrongful act.

• Gratitude: Expressing gratitude for participation 
and contributions.

• Justice: Treating participants, collaborators, and 
others fairly and equitably.

• Non-Maleficence: Minimizing harm from 
participation in research or other related activities.

• Self-Improvement: Improving one’s own condition 
in respect of virtue or of intelligence.
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Additional CONVERGE 
Resources 
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converge.colorado.edu/resources/

Additional CONVERGE Resources
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Training Modules 

Evans, Candace M., Rachel M. Adams, and Lori 
Peek. “Ethical Considerations for Hazards and 
Disaster Research.” Under review for the edited 
volume Reducing Risks: A Reference on 
Preventing and Mitigating Disasters and Dangers.  

Further Reading
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THANK YOU
Lori Peek, Ph.D. 

Professor, Department of Sociology 
Director, Natural Hazards Center and CONVERGE 

University of Colorado Boulder  
Lori.Peek@colorado.edu
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