
CONVERGE: Advancing 
Convergence Research Through 
Training Modules

NSF Award #1635593 and #1841338 Natural Hazards Center CONVERGE



CONVERGE Training Modules

Today’s Lecture

converge.colorado.edu/resources/training-modules/ 



CONVERGE Training Modules

Convergence Research

An approach to knowledge production and action 
that involves diverse teams working together in 
novel ways—transcending disciplinary and 
organizational boundaries—to address vexing 
social, economic, environmental, and technical 
challenges in an effort to reduce disaster losses 
and promote collective well-being. 



CONVERGE Training Modules

CONVERGE
• CONVERGE is a National Science Foundation-

funded shared-use facility dedicated to advancing the 
ethical conduct and scientific rigor of convergence 
hazards and disaster research

converge.colorado.edu



Motivation for 
CONVERGE 
Training 
Modules



CONVERGE Training 
Modules
Free, interactive, online trainings designed for students, 
early career professionals, and others who are new to 
hazards and disaster research and practice. They 
incorporate an all-hazards approach grounded in cutting 
edge research from the social sciences, public health, 
engineering, and other disciplines. Each module features:

• Learning objectives
• Lesson plans
• Case studies 
• A list of additional resources

• A final quiz worth one contact hour of general 
management training through the International 
Association of Emergency Managers (IAEM) 
certification program. 



Available Training Modules

converge.colorado.edu/resources/training-modules/ 

• Social Vulnerability and Disasters: 5,874 completions
• Disaster Mental Health: 3,323 completions
• Cultural Competence: 2,178 completions
• Broader Ethical Considerations: 1,629 completions
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Training Module Topics

Ideas? Contact us at converge@colorado.edu 

mailto:converge@colorado.edu


CONVERGE 
Training Modules: 
Use and Impact

• 13,770 Training Module 
Registrants

• 17,305 Successfully 
Completed Modules
• 78% Students
• 68% Emerging Researchers



We evaluated Training Module impacts in the following  
articles:

Adams, R. M., Evans, C., Wolkin, A., Thomas, T. & Peek, 
L. (2022). Social vulnerability and disasters: 
Development and evaluation of a CONVERGE Training 
Module for researchers and practitioners. Disaster 
Prevention and Management: An International Journal, 
31(6), 13-29.
https://doi.org/10.1108/DPM-04-2021-0131

Evans, C., Adams, R. M., & Peek, L. (2021). 
Incorporating mental health research into disaster risk 
reduction: An online training module for researchers 
and practitioners. International Journal of Environmental 
Research and Public Health, 18(3), 1244.
https://doi.org/10.3390/ijerph18031244

Our results demonstrated a 
significant increase in 

knowledge, skills, and attitudes 
– especially among students, 
early career researchers, and 

members of historically 
underrepresented groups

CONVERGE Training Modules: Use and Impact

https://doi.org/10.1108/DPM-04-2021-0131
https://doi.org/10.3390/ijerph18031244


To learn more about the CONVERGE Training 
Modules and the process we used to develop 
and evaluate them, please see the following 
article:

Adams, R. M., Evans, C. M., & Peek, L. (2023). 
CONVERGE Training Modules: A free online 
educational tool for hazards and disaster 
researchers and practitioners. Frontiers in 
Built Environment, 9.
https://doi.org/10.3389/fbuil.2023.1096204

Training Module Publications

converge.colorado.edu/category/publications/ 

https://doi.org/10.3389/fbuil.2023.1096204
https://converge.colorado.edu/category/publications/


Additional Training Module Publications

converge.colorado.edu/category/publications/

https://converge.colorado.edu/category/publications/


We offer annotated bibliographies that summarize the 
various readings that informed the development of the 
CONVERGE Training Modules. If you have a reading to 
contribute as a shared resource for our broader 
community, please contact us 
at converge@colorado.edu.

Annotated Bibliographies

converge.colorado.edu/resources/training-modules/
annotated-bibliographies/

mailto:converge@colorado.edu


Assignment Bank

• Undergraduate 
courses

• Graduate courses
• Research labs

converge.colorado.edu/resources/
training-modules/assignment-bank/

The Assignment Bank 
contains assignments 
from a range of courses 
that have integrated the 
CONVERGE Training 
Modules into the 
learning curriculum. We 
currently offer 
assignments for:

If you have an assignment to contribute as a shared 
resource for our broader community, please contact us 

at converge@colorado.edu.

https://converge.colorado.edu/resources/training-modules/assignment-bank/
https://converge.colorado.edu/resources/training-modules/assignment-bank/
mailto:converge@colorado.edu
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